
250    The Research Experience

  Try This Now

What was the student’s reason for changing the name in the two 
conditions? What were the benefits and drawbacks to this name 
change? Could you simply use initials and keep them constant 
across conditions?

VISUAL IMAGES:  
MANIPULATING AN IMAGE
Visual images provide an incredibly rich resource for research. With the available image 
editing software, such as Adobe Photoshop, you are in a position to take one stimulus 
and modify it to use in other conditions. Photoshop is not free, but your institution 
may provide the software to use. Alternatively, you can search the Web for free alterna-
tives to Photoshop (there are several possibilities, such as the GNU Image Manipulation 
Program or GIMP).

Numerous applications (apps) and websites exist that provide images that are modifi-
able for a specific purpose, such as “Model My Diet,” which could be used to show what 
an avatar of a man or woman would look like before and after a particular weight loss, 
or apps available through Apple iTunes that let people see how they would look with a 
different hair color or hairstyle. There are other apps where you can see yourself aging, 
balding, or wearing braces, as just some examples. When using such programs from the 
Web, you would need to check with the site administrators to see the copyright issues 
that pertain to using the images in publications.

Finding Images Online

There are literally thousands of images online that you might consider using for research 
purposes, but you need to use images that are in the public domain, obtain permission 
to use an image not in the public domain, and possibly pay to use an image that has a 
copyright. Simply because an image is posted online does not mean you can copy it to 
use in your research project. A useful set of guidelines covering using images is avail-
able from MIT libraries: (http://libguides.mit.edu/usingimages). Additional informa-
tion from the MIT libraries covers finding images that are available for reuse, through 
a Creative Commons search or a Google Advanced Image Search (http://libguides 
.mit.edu/c.php?g=176183&p=1159045). Consider also looking through the Public 
Domain Images site (http://www.public-domain-image.com).

Public domain: 
material 
available to 
the public as 
a whole and 
not subject to 
copyright.

Copyright: 
when works 
are legally 
protected.
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